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ADVERTISEMENT, 


By the Eviron 


T is 1 „ fun being the de en oi this 8 
1 to calumniate private cha- 
rafters, or lo inflame the palſions of the 
Reader, by any bitter, perſonal invectives. 
The Author intends nothing more, than to 
lay before the Publick a fair and impartial 
ate of facts; and ſubmits the propriety of 
the concluſi fons drawn from thoſe fatts,. to 
the cool determination of every unbiaſſed 
underſtanding. The Editor moſt heartily 
concurs with the Author, in wiſhing that 4 
due attention to the ſeveral confiderations 
herein ſuggeſted, may ſerve to convince 
the unprejudiced, that the oppoſition of the 
Colonies to certain meaſures, did not owe its 
riſe to any diſaſfection to the mother-coun- 
try, or diſloyalty to their Sovereign — that 
it may alſo prevent the undue influence of 
miſtepręſentation — and prove, in ſome 


A 2 degree, 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


degree, the happy occaſion of tempering 

the deciſions of the Britiſh Parliament, 

with an equitable reſpect to the claims of 

| paſt ſervices; and a candid regard to the 

 gealoufies and reſentments, natural to a 

people who are deſcended from Britiſh an- 

 Ceflors, who have ſfiruggled ſo hard, ..- 

Jought fo gloriouſly, and bled fo freely, to to 

procure and defend their eivil and religious = 

liberties. That fo the honour of bis Ma- 

| Jeſty S crown may be moſt. effeually e 

cured, his name endeared to his American 

Subjefts, and the union, mutual affettion, 

and proſperity of Great-Britain, and the. 

. Colonies, be happily reſtored, and efabli N 
6 ed won the moſt bonqurable baſis 20 
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BRIEF REVIEW, &c. 


AMERICA, New England in par- 
ticular, was firſt ſettled by a pious 
people from England, who were not al- 
lowed to worſhip their Maker, according 

to his inſtitutions, in their native coun- 
try, without the mixture of human in- 
ventions. Animated therefore by the 
beſt of principles, they were ſpirited to 
attempt a ſettlement at a diſtance from 
Britain, that ſo they might enjoy a wor- 
ſhip purely ſcriptural, and leave the ſame 
to their poſterity. They accordingly 
provided all things neceſſary for their 
removal, at their own expence, and 
failed for an unknown country. Their 
* flirſt 


4 


galt 01 was at Cap Cod, which is 
ſituated in the Maſſachuſet -Bay; and 
they ſat down at a place which they call 
. New Plymouth, utterly unknown, and in 
the advance of winter. Wherever they 
turned their eyes, the utmoſt diſtreſs ſur- 
rounded them: fatigued with their boi- 
| ſerous voyage, diſappointed of their ex- 
pected country Virginia; without any 


proſpect of human ſuccour, without the 


help or favour of England, without a 


patent, without a promiſe of their reli- 
gious liberties, without convenient ſhel- 


ter from the weather, and their, hard- 
ſhips almoſt beyond: the power of lan- 


guage to deſcribe. Clambs, oyſters, and 


lobſters were their daily food; their 
clothing ſoon became rags, and ſkins of 


beaſts; their proſpects on the ſea were 


extenſive, but afforded no relief; on the 
land, their views were limited to a few 
rods, by a wilderneſs altogether | in the 
dreſs of uncultivated nature. Their only 
neighbours, the moſt. ſavage, cruel, and 
blood- thirſty of all the human race, 
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over-numb ered them a tlievfand to one, 
and were united in a confederacy to deſtroy 
them while few and weak. Theſe are a 
few of the numberleſs ſufferings which 
attended their firſt ſettlement ; ſo that, in 
leſs than five months after their arrival, 
above half the company died; yet the 
ſurvivors bore all their misfortunes, with 
a chriſtian fortitude and patience, as ex- 
traordinary as their trials. * Brown 
« bread and the goſpel is good fare,” 
they uſed to ſay to one another, for 
their mutual encouragement to. patience 
and endurance. Thus they were carried 
on, and ſoon began to increaſe in num- 
bers ; ſo that when the French at Port 
| Royal, in Nova Scotia, diſturbed them, 
they raiſed an army in 1690 under Sir 
WILLIAM Pmipyes, and took that fort, 
and © therewith the whole country of 
Acadie, which was afterwards ceded to 
the French at the treaty of Ryfwick, 


The iv year, the 1 
paiſed three thouſand men, to make an 


attempt 


1 07 oo one AE» ng ent et Noe 
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attempt upon Canada, but failed of ſuc- 
ceſs; after having ſuſtained the loſs of a 
thouſand lives, and the expence of 3 
thouſand pounds. 


About 18 years after, they made TY 


ther attempt againſt Port Royal, but had 


not the former ſucceſs. 


Near the. fame time, as: hoy 
ſignified her royal intention to reduce 


Canada; and making the ſame known 
to the New Englanders, they acceded to 
every meaſure with great alaerity; but 
the Parliament did not — on * 


deſign. 


The next year, New England raiſed an 


army, and took Port- Reyal, with the 
aſſiſtance of only five hundred Britiſb 

troops; ſince which time, the Maſſa- 
 chuſet's province, by the vigilance of 

their late Governor SHIRLEY, in ſending 
provincial troops to their timely. aſſiſt- 
ance, has ſaved that fort two or three 


times 
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times from falling into the enemy's 
hand ; and it is owing to their aid, that 


it is now in the hands of the Eugliſb, 
together with the whole country of Nova 
Scotia. 


Soon after, they raiſed more than their 


quota, in the unfortunate expedition 


againſt Canada, under General HILL; 


and ſuſtained a great loſs of men, toge- 
ther with an _— ex pence, 


10 170g, Jamaica belas threatned 


with an invaſion, applied to Maſſachuſet's-= 


Bay for help; the inhabitants of that 


province raiſed two companies, and ſent _ 
them under the command of Colonel 


WALTON, and Captain LARAMORR; 
which timely aid arrived ſafe to the 


Iſland, but very few of them ever re- 


turned to their own country. 


In 1940, they raiſed many hundred 
men, and made an attempt upon the 


— iſland 


„ 
iſland of Cuba ; but failing of ſucceſs, 


moſt of thoſe men were e buried 
on that iſland, 


In 1745, the New Bae provinces 


ſet on foot an expedition againſt Cape 
Breton, under General PEPPERELL j 


and raiſed 3500 men, who were em- 
barked on board a ſufficient number of | 
tranſports, with proviſions, artillery, and 


every neceſſary for a campaign, guarded 


by a number of armed ſhips. In this 


| important buſineſs they were ſucceſsful. 


Great-Britain knew nothing of this at- 


tempt, neither did any other colony af- 
ford any aſſiſtance; nor was there any, 


except from Admiral WARREN, who 
came from. the Weſt- Indies with four 


ſhips of war, and joined the fleet before 


Louiſbourg, when the conqueſt was half 


compleated ; ſo that he did not fire a 


: ſingle gun at any of the ſtrong fortreſſes of 4 


the enemy ; ; and the city of Louiſbourg, 
together with the iſlands of Cape Breton, 
TT PM 
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ind St. Jobn's, ſurrendered to the New 
England forces. And although the land 


and ſea forces went forth as equal adven- 


turers, (according to a previous agree- 


ment at Boon) yet when a great trea- 


fſure, viz. a French ſhip from the South- 
Seas, two French ſhips from the Eaft- 


Indies, and ſeveral other ſhips of im- 


menſe value (which put into Louiſbourg 
to recruit in their way home) fell into 
our hands by means of this capture; the 
admiral ordered them to England for 
condemnation; and the property was all 
divided among the King's ſhips, and not 


one farthing of it was ever enjoyed by 
the New England troops; except a ſmall 


ſum which Captain FLETCHER received, 


after near as much expended in his appli- 
cation to obtain it. Thus, by means of 
this undertaking of New England, 

double, if not treble the caſh was 
brought into England, that ever England 
paid for this important piece of ſervice; 


and the conqueſt itſelf was very ſoon _ 


B 2 after 


[ 12 ] 


after given up to the French, to buy a 


peace for the Dutch. New England was 
indeed paid the expence of this expedi- 
tion by the crown; but at ſuch a low 
rate, that many were ruined in their 


fortunes . The benefit of all theſe 


conqueſts accrued to this nation, and 
New England was obliged to ſet down 
where it began, with this difference 
only, that they loſt nineteen hundred of 
their beſt men, 


In 1746, Great-Britain ſet on foot an 
expedition againſt Canada. New Eng- : 
land was defired to raiſe its quota of men, 


and a great expence was incurred for 


that purpoſe; but weſterly (ſome ſay, 
F winds blew ſo hard, and ſo 
long, on the Britiſb ports, that the fleet 


* The pay of a private man was but about two 


ounces of ſilver per month, finding their own clothes 

and arms; when, at the ſame time, they paid four 
ounces of ſilver er month, for men to work on their 
farms, 


deſtined 


1 


deſtined for that ſervice did not get out 


of the harbours, and this expedition 
came to nothing. Here it may be men- 


tioned, that near the ſame time, the 
Duke D' Anville, with about 20 fail of 
French ſhips of the line, was ſuffered to 


approach the coaſt of New England, u x- 
DISTURBED ; though he came to re- 


venge the taking of Cape Breton, and 
the reduction of Louiſbourg by the New 
Englanders, Divine Providence was 


pleaſed to interfere; the fleet was ſcat- 
tered, and only a few ſhips returned to 
France, having done New England no 
damage, except putting them to conſi- 


derable expence in watching their mo- 


tion, and preparing to give them a pro- 
per reception; and making captures of 


a number of the fiſhing veſſels. 


During the laſt war, New England 


at every call, raiſed its quota of men, 


and joined the Britih troops. The 


numbers raiſed, and the chearfulneſs 


with which they were raiſed, will hardly 
3 VVV 


( 14 ] 
find credit in the annals of hiſtory: 
And although at the beginning of the 


war, through a miſtake in meaſures, the 
nation met with great diſcouragement, 
and was almoſt ready to fall a prey into 


the enemy's hand; yet no ſooner was 


that great miniſter (yet living) advanced 


to the helm of national affairs, and the 


beſt and moſt faithful officers appointed 
to command the troops, but it ſet New 
England in triumph: Every meaſure 


propoſed, Was adopted and, as one 
Inſtance, the Maſſachuſet's province raiſed 
ſeven thouſand men to ſerve in one 


campaign, and paid and clothed them; 


beſides three thouſand more which were, 
at the ſame time, in pay on their own more 
immediate ſervice. All theſe together 
amounted to near a fourth part, of all the 
men in the whole province, capable of 


bearing arms. In this ſpirited manner 
they proceeded, until the war was 


finiſhed; which ſwept away a large pro- 


portion of their fighting men, and in- 


volved 


* 


volved the province in a debt, which 
will not be paid 1 in fifty years. 


It may now be inquired, how New 


England behaved under all the ſufferings 


and ſervices before - mentioned Did they 


deſpair ? No. War was almoſt their 
_ continual employment, when the mother- 
country was at peace, as well as when it 


was at war. From their firſt arrival to 
the end of the laſt war, ſcarce a village 


was ſettled, but what was broken up 
once, or oftener, by the Savages. Men, 

women, and children, whole families, 
villages, and towns, were murthered, 


ſcalpt, and captivated, and their whole 
ſubſtance committed to the flames. It 


may be ſaid with truth, that moſt of the 


inland towns were once, or twice, ſoaked 


with the blood of their inhabitants. Did 


they murmur at being thus oppreſſed, 


while wholly neglected by the nation? 
No. Did they grow diſaffected to the 
national intereſt? The contrary to all 
this, was manifeſt. They loved and 

: revered 
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revered the nation, to a degree of exceſs 
and enthuſiaſm. New glory to the 

crown, new acquiſitions of territory, 
happineſs, and wealth to England, were 
ever as much a ſource of joy to New 
England, as to the nation itſelf : and 
every misfortune that befel the parent 
country, as deeply affected the New 

England colonies. However ſtrange this 

may ſeem, it is an undoubted truth. If 
the nation proſpered, they fought with 


reiterated vigour, and bore hardſhips 
with patience and fortitude ; nay, ſuch 


was their fincerity, and the ſtrength of 
their affections and regard for the mother- 
country, that the news of any dark cloud 


gathering over England, would moſt 
viſibly fink their ſpirits, and diſtil in 


tears. On ſuch occaſions, the adverſe 
aſpect of affairs was the melancholy 
topick of their conſultations at the general 


court; and whether any thing could be 


done by them to prevent the approaching 
danger, became the principal object of 
their attention, If you went into their 

churches, | 
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TY" 1 
churches, they would be often found 
praying, faſting, and weeping, that the 


impending evil might be averted ; and 


the ſame was obſervable in private 


families. 


Thus they went on, from year to year, 
and from age to age, with an invincible 
attachment to a country, to which, 
beſides love, they owed nothing but 


a dear-bought charter, and the birth of 


a few of their fore-fathers. 


It may now be conſidered, of what 
advantage New England is to the mother- 


country, more eſpecially above the Weſt- 


India iſlands, conſidering the charge the 
nation has been put to, to ſecure and 
defend them ſeparately. At firſt glance, 


the difference is nearly, as ſomething is 


to nothing ; at leaſt, till the commence- 
ment of the laſt war. What numerous 


fleets and armies have, at all times, been 
, employed i in the Weſt-India iſlands, both 
in peace and war? Who can tell the 


Cc millions 
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millions ſterling, thoſe iſlands have coſt 


FS 7 


the nation, to ſecure, protect, and defend 


them? Even in a time of general peace, 
an expedition muſt be ſet on foot, to 
ſuppreſs a few Caribbs (of late) at 

St. Vincent's; the very thought of which 
creates a bluſh. New England has, for 
all that time, been intirely left to its own 


fate. In common there was not ſo much 
ſea force, as would amount to an armed 
long boat, provided at the coſt of the 


crown; not a ſingle officer, or private 
man in pay of the crown (till ſince the 
laſt peace) though the war was ever ſo 


hot, and danger ever ſo threatening. God 
alone appeared to be the guardian of New 


England, and carried the inhabitants 
through the many difficulties which 


attended their ſtruggle, under the auſpices 


of his gracious providence—a ſtruggle, 


which has raiſed, as it were, an empire to 


the Britiſh crown, and a vaſt fund of 
wealth and glory to the nation.—Rivers 
of blood were laid in this foundation, at 
the ſole expence of the inhabitants of 
New England. „ est 
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Great numbers of New England men 
are trained up to the ſea, in fiſhing 


veſſels, and on other voyages; fo that 


it is a good nurſery for the royal navy. 


The refuſe of their fiſh, together with 


all kinds of proviſions, horſes, and lumber, 


they carry to the Ye jt- Indies, without 


which the iſlanders could not make 


ſugar, &c. ſo cheap as they now do. 
And ſhould New England ſtop the trade 


to the iſlands, a plantation there would 
hardly be worth acceptance, if the 
1ſlanders muſt be ſupplied with proviſions 
from RE 


hs beſt ſort of Ech! 18 x fs to Spain, 


Portugal, and the Straits; the neat pro- 


ceeds of which, are remitted to England 


in caſh. Oil, bone, maſts for the royal 


navy, timber of all kinds (which is now 


ſent home in rafts) ſhips of every kind, 
Ppot-aſh, furrs, &c. &c. (many of which 


England was obliged to other nations 
for, before New England was known) 
are the immediate exports to Great- 

. Britain. 


aſſiſtance, the yg dutics on the colonies 


[ 20! 


Britain. In return for all, they receive 
the manufactories of England, and thereby 
give bread to thouſands of Britiſh ſubjects. 
Thus all their labour centers in Eng- 
land, excepting their daily food. 


It is manifeſt, that ſome of the moſt 


northern colonies, (eſpecially Maſſa- 
 chuſet's-Bay,) while the national debt 
has been contracting, have been at almoſt 
an infinite expence of blood and treaſure, 
to defend themſelves ; and, in a number 
of inſtances, to carry their arms into the 
enemy's country, by which his majeſty's 
ſervice has been greatly promoted for 


a century paſt, until the commencement 


of the laſt war. With a very little help 


from Connecticut and New Hampſhire 
colonies only, they have been the grand 
barrier of many of his majeſty's other 
colonies, on the continent; at leaſt ſo 
much, that it may be affirmed, had they 
not exerted themſelves, more than all the 


other colonies together, with the nation's 


had 
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had been a needleſs buſineſs ſeventy years 
ago. Lovis the 14th of France, who 
firſt projected the conqueſt of America, 
might have accompliſhed his deſigns, if 
Maſſachuſet's-Bay had not effectually 
covered the whole country.—New York, 
and New Hampſbire, (both of them royal 
governments) were by their ſituation 
ſomewhat expoſed. As to the former, 
their trade and intercourſe with the 
French, and Indians, gave them great 
advantage, in turning the heat of the 
war, from their own doors, to thoſe of 
Maſſac buſet'a-Bay. Reſpecting the latter, 
near a fourth part of Maſſachuſet's 
province, was added to New Hampſhire, 
and after this addition of territory, which 
was ſo much expoſed to the enemy, and 
which New Hampſhire was unable to 
defend; the province of Maſſachuſet's- 
Bay, at a very great expence, defended it 
for them; New Hampſhire has not yet 


paid one farthing of the expence, althoygh 
application was made to England for , # 
_ Purpoſe, and reſtitution was promiſed, or 

| | elſe 
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elſe that the territory ſhould be returned; 


neither of which promiſes hath ever been 


performed. 


Let us now inquire, whether New 
England hath not a juſt right to expect 
ſome peculiar advantages, as the fruit of 


their ſufferings, ſervices, &c. 


Firſt, have they not reaſon to expect, 


and an unqueſtionable right to claim, 
a national confidence in their future at- 


tachment to the Britiſb intereſt ? This is 


a queſtion of great importance ; becauſe 
if they had good reaſon and clear right to 
expect this opinion from the Engltfh, 


then every oppreſſive meaſure is unjuſt, 


arbitrary, and cruel. And if it be con- 
ſidered, how unnatural any oppreſſion of 

our fellow- ſubjects muſt be, who have 
1 given ſuch unparalleled evidence, of their 
adherence to the national good; and how 
likgy to introduce diſtraction, and beget 
diſtruſt and diſaffection, ſurely, common 


prudence will direct a Britiſb Miniſter to 


= avoid 
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avoid or repeal ſuch impolitic, ruinous, 
and * meaſures. 


Again, have they not both reaſon and 


right to expect ſome peculiar advantages, 


particularly ſuch, as were not balanced, 


much leſs over-balanced, by any pecu- 
niary advantages? Doth not the loſs of 
fourteen or fifteen thouſand men (which 
they ſuſtained during the laſt war) beſides 
a heavy debt yet remaining, after twelve 
years taxes, to the amount of at leaſt 
four ſhillings in the pound, deſerve ſome 
compenſation, at leaſt ſuch, as will place 
them on an equitable adjuſtment with 
the other American provinces ? 2s 


Again, have they not good reaſon to 


expect, as all their labour centers in Eng- 


land, that it ſhould excuſe them from 
being taxed, to pay the national debt ? 
eſpecially, while they ſupport a govern- 


ment of their own. And that all taxes 


ſhould be laid conſiſtently with Britiſh 
liberty, and be void of all partiality, no 
juſt 
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juſt men can poſſibly deny. Ovght not 
the Engliſh nation to reſt ſatisfied, and 
content, with the ſame kind of ſervices 
from them, as from his Majeſty's other 
ſubjects ? This is certain, they have done 
as much for the national glory, and have 
exulted in it. Why then, ſhould they 
not ſhare in the ſame immunities? At 
leaſt be exempt from the ſame op- 
preſſions? And why ſubmit to taxes, 
unleſs by their own repreſentatives? 


Let us now inquire, into the neceſſity 


of taking or impoſing duties, on the co- 
lonies; or whether there was any au- 
thority for ſuch a Rep, while their char- 
ters continued in force? The queſtion 
ſhall not be, about the neceſſity the na- 


tion was under, of aſſiſtance from the 


colonies. No doubt, it ſtands in need 
of help from them; but ſuch help ſhould 

be in proportion to the ability of the 
reſpective colonies, and to the  EXPENCE 
the nation hath been put to, in pro- 
tecting, ſecuring, and defending them 


ſeverally. 
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ſeverally. But the true inquiry ſeems 
to be, what was the neceſſity of railing 
this money by authority of parliament ? 


To fay that this meaſure, ſo extremely 
alarming to the colonies, was neceſſary, 


in order to obtain their help, is very 


ſtrange. The reaſon is, that the colonies 
were never aſked, if they would raiſe 


; a ſum themſelves, on a requiſition from 
England. This method was taken in time 
of war, in raifing men; and when it 
is conſidered, how cheartully they com- 
plied with every requeſt, although heavy, 


and butthenſome to the laſt degree, and, 
with what an intire confidence in his 
Majeſty's wiſdom, this was done; it muſt 
needs create ſome wonder, that this me- 
thod for raiſing money, to diſcharge the 
national debt, never was propoſed to 


them. There was the greateſt proba- 


bility from long experience, as well as 
from the good diſpoſition the colonies then 


manifeſted, that it would have been com- 


plied with, and the money paid into 
'W: WE 
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the Rachen without half the diſtreſs 
on the people; and with three parts in 


four of more clear revenue to the crown, 


than by the preſent duty, or tax in the 


way ſince adopted. There would have 
been no infringement on charter rights, 
no diſaffection from the parent country 
and. no regret, - that they had fought and 
bled for chains, would have been heard : 


among the inhabitants. Suppoſing this 


method had failed, the ſteps which have 
been taken, might have had ſome ſeem- 
ing appearance of neceſſity. 


It may now be inquired, whether 


| the crown has received any benefit from 
= theſe duties, or not ? 


Here then let it be conſidered, what 


vaſt ſums of money are firſt paid to 
the officers, and others who receive their 


ſalaries out of this revenue (and the un- 


limited power the board of commiſſioners 
| have, of increaſing the number of offi- 
5 cers under them), which are Try many, 


that 
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that there were but about eighty-foe 


pounds paid into the Exchequer, the laſt 


year. Farther, what numbers of men 
of war, and ſwarms of armed veſſels, 


and armed boats, and how many regi- 
ments of Britiſh troops are alſo employed, 
under pretence of protecting the officers 


of this revenue, whoſe pay comes from 


another quarter? This muſt neceſſarily 


leave a large balance againſt the nation. 


Did not the people of New England 


Z undergo ſuch hardſhips and ſufferings as 
1 have been ſtated, in the firſt ſettlement of 
the country? Did they not make a con- 
queſt of Nova Scotia, once and again? 


Did they not always exert themſelves for 
the national intereſt, by complying with 
every requiſition for that purpoſe? Have 

they not behaved themſelves dutifully, 


and ever loyal to the crown of Eng- 
land? And have their ſervices and ſufe 


ferings been attended with the expence 


of ſo much blood and treaſure, that 


they have even raiſed an empire to the 
D 2 crown 
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crown of Great-Britain, and are they 
allowed to have and maintain a govern- 
ment of themſelves, by a charter under 


the crown of England, and all this at 


the ſole expence of the inhabitants? 
If ſo, then every meaſure already taken, 


er which may be about to be taken 
by the parent country, that js grievous 
to them, is but an unkind return; it is 
not treating them as every father is wont 
to treat his children, and if ſuch treat- 
ment ſhould be continued, it will, per- 
haps, end in the utter ruin of the whole 

family, ES 


If the foregoing repreſentation of New 


England be true, (as all unprejudiced 
men, who have knowledge of the hiſtory, 
will witneſs,) the following remarks may 


be made, 


Firſt, Can it be for the intereſt of 


the nation, to continue the duties on 
the colonies, when the expence of col- 
leRing them, is double, if nat treble, 


the 
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the amount of the whole duties col. 


lected? 


Secondly. Can it be for the intereſt | 


of the nation, to loſe the affections of. 


four or five millions of brave, loyal, and 
loving ſubjects, always inured to manly 


freedom, who have never thought it 


too much to venture their lives and 
fortunes, and every thing dear and va- 


luable to them, if by any means they 
could add to the glory, wealth, and 


opulence of the nation ? This they have 


done, at all times, when there was the 


leaſt probability of ſucceſs, 


Finally , Can it | be for the intereſt of 


the nation to keep up an armed force in 


New England, eſpecially in time of peace? 


How vague is the pretence, for thus af- 
® fronting, and even murthering ſome of 


the inhabitants, corrupting their morals 
by debauchery, drunkenneſs, prophane- 


neſs, &c Sins but little known among 


them, until troops were quartered upon 
* them, 
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them. Surely ſuch a torrent of evils, 
as has ruſhed in upon them by means 
of the meaſures taken by the mother- 
country, is a far greater puniſhment, 
than all the hardſhips and difficulties 
they endured, from their firſt ſettlement, 
to the end of the laſt war, In all thoſe 
hardſhips and ſufferings, there was no ge- 
neral complaint or murmurings. But 
how far this is from being the caſe at 
preſent, is manifeſt to the world; and 
there is no doubt, but they would rather 
have continued to have fought Canada to 
the knees in blood, with their charter 
rights in full poſſeſſion, than to be freed 


even from ſo dreadful a calamity, and have 


the evils beforementioned heaped upon 
them. Let me add, that all men of ſo- 
briety, who have the national intereſt 
at heart, tremble to think, what the end 
of theſe proceedings will be, 


Upon the whole, notwithſtanding the 
hard treatment the colonies have met with 


of late years, viz. In having duties or 


taxes 


Le 1 


taxes impoſed upon them, by the Bri- 


. tiſh parliament, quartering troops in the 
. capital town, wreſting Caſile Wilham * 
5 out of the hands of Maſſachuſet s- Bay, 
| which built, furniſhed and maintained it, 


4 at their ſole expence; without either 
i paying the province for the fort and its 
| artillery, or ſo much as promiſing that 
the crown of England would pay for it; 
beſides the numerous other dreadful evils 
XZ which have attended theſe meaſures.— 
1 | Notwithſtandingtheſe things the colonies 
doc not wholly deſpair, but continue to be 
„loyal and loving ſubjects to his preſent 
| IF Majeſty, hoping that the influence of in- 
= dividuals will be of ſhort continuance, 
They never have doubted, that if the 
nation ſhould ſeriouſly and diſpaſſionately 
once attend to the ſervices which the 
colonies have done it, of what impor- 


* A fortreſs built on an iſland, three miles from 
By/lon, commanding all ſhips that enter the harbour; 
it has upwards of 100 large cannon, a number of 


mortars, and every neceſſary ſuitable for a fortiſi- 
cation. | 
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tance they muſt ever be to its intereſts, 
and that all their paſt ſervices have been 


effected in the enjoyment of their civil 
and religious rights and privileges, the 


nation would grant them the full poſſeſ- 


ſion thereof for the time to come. In 
this hope, under God, they have hither- 


to perſevered; nay, ſo well grounded, do 


they ſuppoſe this hope to be, that how- 


ever ſtrange it may ſeem, though the 


meaſures which have ſo much aggrieved 
them, were adopted by the repreſentative 
bodyg,of the empire, they do not yet 


* 


give it up; 3 it is like hoping 


ung hopes 


* 1 NIV. 


